
reduction in allowables, a greater portion is directly related to
the change in consultation coding. For example, the amount
allowed in 2009 for an observation consult (code 99244) was
$145.96. In 2010, that same service is allowed $89.14 for new
patients (code 99204) or $54.30 for established patients (code
99214)—a loss of $56.82 or $91.66 for one visit. g

Deborah Hale, a certified coding specialist, is president of

Administrative Consultant Service, LLC, in Shawnee, Okla. 

Myra Wiles, a certified professional coder, spent 28 years working

for the Oklahoma and New Mexico Medicare carrier. 

E-mail your coding questions to acphospitalist@acponline.org.
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CONSULTATION CROSSWALK
Codes and allowables  Codes and allowables for 

Site of encounter for most other plans fee-for-service Medicare only

Observation— 99241 99201

new patient, problem focused $31.26 $18.01

Observation— 99242 99202

new patient, expanded, low risk $65.92 $34.97

Observation— 99243 99203

new patient, detailed, moderate risk $91.90 $52.71

Observation— 99244 99204

new patient, comprehensive, moderate to high risk $145.96 $89.14

Observation— 99245 99205

new patient, comprehensive, high risk $182.11 $115.65

Observation— 99241 99212

established patient, problem focused $31.26 $17.77

Observation— 99242 99213

established patient, expanded, low risk $65.92 $35.16

Observation— 99243 99214

established patient, detailed, moderate risk $91.90 $54.30

Observation— 99244 99214

established patient, moderate risk $145.96 $54.30

Observation— 99245 99215

established patient, comprehensive, high risk $182.11 $76.60

Inpatient— 99251 99231

focused workup $46.39 $27.79

Inpatient— 99252 99232

expanded workup $71.77 $50.15

Inpatient— 99253 99221

detailed workup $108.88 $69.10

Inpatient— 99254 99222

comprehensive workup, moderate risk $157.47 $93.89

Inpatient— 99255 99223

comprehensive workup, high risk $191.87 $138.16

When seeing patients in the emergency department, bill ED codes 99281 through 99285.

Allowables for most other plans are 2009 Medicare allowables for Oklahoma. Allowables for fee-for-service Medicare are 2010
Medicare allowables for Oklahoma.
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